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EDITORIAL

Editorial Dec 2017/Jan 2018

| am sure that | can honestly say that 2017 has been a good year for the Gorphwysfa, lots of action
and a little excitement, with @iv bleeps to keep yot the memberd onyour toesd no Trump

messages from méahis the second Journal in one seasoha record | know, but matching the best!

Lots of goodarticlesto read, providing springboards fadventures i2018 d perhapsalsoinitiated

by the Diary ofBvents on page 4 Very many thanks to all the contributors, keep the material

flowing | do note that there are several members who have not enjoyed either the soembinter

the fun or even just the experience of a awysfa Meet in 2017 Tothose Isa§y6 y ou mu st t 1
har der 0 acomside? \WhetBer you are getting value for your monegdyng your club fees

d although again club fees do mean BMC affiliation and receiving lots of emails frédyomé&icky

people!

It is really good to welcome two new members to the club, and they are aged under 70 years too
(actually I would say under 30 years!Hetails on the recently circulated membershipAikhough

they are well familiar with the 1000 metres and thew Year Meet one hopes that in 2018 they will
have listed other Gorphwysfa meets in their diarlesd also a very warm welcome to Jack Norton
who has agreed to join the club executive committee

Yes, we have had a good year in 2017, starting | siggpwith the New Year Meet 2016/17, which

was a fine gathering, a real family social gegether, with a very big age difference between the

old and the young which added much to the fun and experience of it alll Andrew M wrote about the
orienteering,

Well done to the small group who tackled the orienteeriffith the iffy map and very
prototype controls/technology enhancing the challenge (not to mention the weather), those
taking part said they enjoyed.itOne group managed to find all 18 controls e ark

in about an hour...remarkablé special thank you from Andrew J and Judith to Ed and
Dave for collecting control&et's hope the technology improves in the future!

Read the full report in this Journal, by Nicolette, which reveals the exceflémedleet | thank
Jack Norton for sharing with us his design skills, note the newly designed club Logo

In 2018 we should have a club running vest for sale, and then perhaps a Swéabrsbtter items
of club clothing, let us know your ideasytwill make wonderful Christmas presents!

Again, there is no argument on the success of the 2017 Welsh 1000 metre peakheacemments
received from the competitors post the race confirmd thisse have been circulated earlidrots

and loads ofthanks to the team that brought it about, something that all, and the club can be proud
about 0 a really 1000 metre2017.

Plans for 2018 event are already on the table, with the planning executive bringing together the

event which will be meticuloustyy well organised Following gplanning meeting during the dinner
weekend several new aspects are to be introducgakrah is looking after race control and is also

the safety officer Dave Royce has produced a new trial website which looks veipgx€ne of

the design ideas behind the website is to simplify it for competitors and we are very grateful to both
Dave and Kate for bringing this togeth@it will be launchedh the New Year. ®n 6t f or get t
a look at the results of all the eftorAnother exciting development is that the 2000m has been

chosen as a Welsh Fell Runners Association and a north Wales championship race, and will probably
be chosen as a Eryri Harriers club championship event ag hislivill result in a bigger entsyhich
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leads again to an appeal going out to club members to step forward and help, in which ever way
they feel able

A journal has now been circulated to those at the dihites based on the Nepal/Tibet trip and the
diaries kept by the groupl still have a few spare copies, if you want one please emad hweill
post them outThis Journal will not be circulated on the club web site

Summer flashed by, which for eleven persons lead to the Himalayan trip which was both exciting to
organise ad exciting to go anTwo trips in one had not been tried before and | thought it worked
perfectly. | do hope that the club will continue to support meets to the greater @dtiggshave so

much to offer those willing to go far it

What a cracking wekend the dinner meet was! Penny and Kate brouglsttogether so well, but

it was really sad that Brian & Regina could not make it, through the serious illness of a grandchild
Many thanks for Peter, who performed f or t | es s | y ingtogBther afinedesenisgh o e s ,
at the Tyn y Coed which 39 people enjoydtiwas really nice to have Rob &Netti Collister with us as
guests, Rob spoke to us about his interests in conservation, particularly in Snowdonia, through the
Snowdonia SocietyTherewere some excelletimes spent on the hills on Saturday, which turned out,
weather wise to ba fine and bright day The AGM too was an also a total sucée&dllian being

the stand in this time, and did an excellent job of keeping the rowdy membersantial We had

more big bangs than ever in the firewo&shere were expressions that it was the best do for some

time Altogether a very pleasant entertaining evening

In my little backvater of living, life has been at times in 2017, hecties,i t 6 s been a bus
yearr I certainly thank all those who supported t
and exciting gesture which does reflect on the excellence of the Gorphwysfa, and other groups that |
have been or am involveditiv.

Sadly, we have learnt of the death zn Smartan early member and supporter of the Gorphwysfa
lan Smart will be long remembered for his rendering of Robbie Burns poetry at the early New Year
Meets at Pen y Pass, which he attended with his wifahchildren Those who remember him will

be saddened to learn of his deatlHe was a mueloved member of the Gorphwysfadde supported

our meets for many years, being a regular attendee of the Lakes Meet and later in the 1990s an
active supporter ofhe 1000 metres racé have competed it a number of times) those days of
course, the long event! He was with us on our expedition to climb Mera Peak, the highest of the
trekking peaks in Nepal available to mountaineérke trek was memorable in mamgysd three of

the group made the summitor many years he supported the British Legi@ny much respected in

the village of Wootton, our thoughts are with the family

Closing, | hope to see lots of you in 2018e can still squeeze in one or tao the New Year Meet

if you wish to boola full programme which will include Steve Ellis and Lucy giving a presentation on
the Himalayan trip. his is soon followed by the Steve Ogden meet, book now if you have not yet
taken the plungelVe also need oner two organisers to fill in the gaps to be found in the Diary,

step forward quick!

A very Happy New Year to my readers | hope to see a few of them getting their feet wet on the Llyn
Llydaw Rae
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MEETBIARY2018

Jan19 6 21. TheSteveOgdenMemoriaMeet Lakes, Sarahand AndrewJ are inthe
driving seatthisyear! Thevenuefor the meetwill be ThePatterdaleHotel,were we will be absorbed
intotheluxurythatthey provide!lf youare comingyou shoulchowhavepaid up,to Sarah! There
may stillbe vacantplaces,contactSarah,if youmissedhe earlier bookingdates Bringonthe good
weather

CertificatedrirstAid Course We havenotruna coursefor thelasttwo or soyears Istherea
demandwithinthe clubfor thisyear?We couldagain sponson FirstAid courseor bothclub
membersnd friends LetHarveyknowif youare interested

Feb9/10. Thed7th WelsiH 000 metresRaceprelimradiocomsexercise In Snowdonia,
basedat Hafody Gwynt Normallyby invitationputif youwishto get involvedpleasecontact
Harvey.

SprindVeet- Anyonewillingto bring a SpringMeettogetherin 2018? Nowis thetimeto launchit,
pleasecontactmeif youfeel able d we will take it fromthere!

Scotlanagh the SpringNowvery muchin the systemLenhasfounda fine venuenear FortWilliam,
whichl nowbelieveis fully bookedwitha waitinglist Butthat doesnotmeanyoucannotcomed
thereare plentyof B & Batoandcontactenfor moredetails! Alsowatchthisspacefor further
details

Junel/2/3. Thed47th WelsH 000 metreRaceWeekendTheRaceweekends alwaysa
hugesocialgatheringagain thisyear we are consideringhangesvhichwill improvetherace Again,
the mightyorganisationawheelsare turning noteourwebsite(www.welsh1000m.oj@ll details
available,thankgo Kate,Sarahand Jean,the onlineentriessystenworkedperfectly lastyear. Its
only 7 monthsway sopleaseget intouchif youcanhelp;thisyear we will again at some
considerablexpensebookaccommodatiom the Plasy BreninrMoelwyncottage (seeit ontheweb),
sothereshouldbe noneedfor anyoneto B&Bor usea hotel Putthis datein your Diary it is an
important/vital/not to be missedevent It certainlyis specialandit is brilliantthatwe asa small
informalgroup canput togethera Nationalsportingeventof thisnature,do youbestto add a little
to thegathering Pleaselet Harveyknow if you want accommodatiorat HyG;we will transfer
the overflow to Moelwyn Cottage,a self-cateringhouseas an annexto Hafody Gwynt if
needed

June3 (Sunday Couldthisbe a good timefor a little maintenancen the Copse?

Junel5/16/17. RockClimbindvieetThemeetwill be basedat Hafod y Gwyntand is for
anyoneinterestedn rockclimbing- beginnersor tigers If youare newto the gamethisisa chance
to try it out Themeetwill caterfor boththosewishingo start,thosethat havealready had a go and
the moreexperiencecclimbers Forbeginnersve will needto havesomedea whatequipments
availablei.e. helmetand harnes®tc If you'reinterestedry contactingcontactBrian01865
723865 for climbingnfo or Harveyat 37, Stockleyfoad,HeadingtonOX3 9RH phone01865
750067 or e-mailharvey@richlloyd.fsnet.co.tkarrange B&BaccommodationCircularshortly

June?27 (Saturday(Provisionalate. OxfordshirdMeet, 2017 wasa good year - many
thankgo Janice& Stephen Now hostsaand venueneededfor 2018 8 AnyvolunteersTherewill be
walksonthe Saturdaywitha meal/buffet on Saturdayevening RockClimbingon Brooksclimbing
wall on Sunday?Pleaseget in touchif you canfill the gap moredetailsshortly
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July 12 t0 19 SummerAlpine MeetAny chanceof fitting a Dolomitetrip into 2018 & or even
a lookat Austria?f you havethought®f a family meet,whynotexpandit intoa Clubmeetd there
islittle moreworkin bringinga gatheringtogether AswithotherDolomited/eetsthe planisthat
people organisetheirownaccommodatioaitherindividuallyor by organisinghemselvemto groups
ContactHarveyif youhaveany ideas

Septembet8/19/20 (suggestedate) TheAutumn Thisyear it is hopedthat Andrew the
Whiz Kid organiserwill leap at the opportunityof organisinganotherSeptembemeet Infosheet
and bookingformto follow. Keepthisdate free! Bookingso AndrewShorterBay TreeHouseMain
Rd.,MilcombeBanburyOX154RW Tel01295 720239 email:andrewshorter@btconnect.com

NovembeP/3/4. DinneMeetTheVenudsyet to be decided,butthe date is!! Clubmembers
only,keepthedate free! Asdemocracyulesin the Gorphwysfawe are goingto haveagainthe
official AGM of the clubat 5 45pmonthe nightof thedinnerat Hafody Gwynt Themeetingwill
closeat 6pmor earlier. Itemdor the agendacanbe submittechow;the executivecommitteavill
considetheir suitabilityfor acceptance HopefullyPennywill again front the dinnerarrangements

DecembeP9/30/31 New YearMeet,hopefullyat Peny PassgainiThiscouldbe the
occasionwvhenwe againreturnto Peny Passagain. We need40 or sopersongo bring thistogether
to havea goodtime;a lively meetguaranteed but thereshouldoe timefor relaxationtoo & what

do needclubsupport Watchthisspacefor moredetails!
2019:

TheSteveOgdenMemoriaMeet Lakes Followingurtherdiscussioham sureLucyor someone
will organie themeetin 2019 but! e fit i @ date and venuequickly Perhapsagainwe couldhave
a threenightmeet Whendetailsare announcedé g eyburbookingin early!

Scotlandh the Springrhatseems longway off, butremembehowtimeflies!!Organiser date
and venuerequired!

EarlyWay HaveyoudoneMt Toubkain Morocco?Howabout2019?Itisa relatively
straightforwardtrip for a 4000m peak but hasa nicelyexoticfeel toit. 1 Gsmmesomemembersvill
havebeenthere,butit mayappeal to others.

Septembe?9 6 October30 2019. Nepal/theHimalayas amkeento returnto somefar-off
venuein an exoticplace,returnflightsto Kathmanduare really easilybooked,wouldanyonelike to
joinme? Theearly planisto returnto the Khumbuarea, | wouldlike to walk from Kathmanduo
NamcheBazaarfollowingthe routeof the 1953 Everesexpedition,but thennowTibetcallstoo!
Trekkingn thisarea doesopenhugeopportunitiegor climbingand gettingto thetop of someof the
lessoHimalaya,for the morefit d butthereis plentyto do for the aged wimpsof the clubaswell.

If youare interestedn gettingoutonthe hillswiththe Gorphwysfa thenyou needto notethe above
datesin yourdiariesnow,and get in touchwiththe appropriate organiser! Remembethat friends
are really welcomeo comealongto ourmeetsand sobecomenvolvedin the club,but the Dinner
meetis closedto normembers:Thisincludepartners somakesurethey are members!On all other
meetpleasefeel free to askif thereisroom
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THEC HA | R MMONGABIDBORINGSPEECHGORPHWYSFBINNER
2017

Presentethisyearby PeteWilliamsinB r i absedics.

Thigsthe occasiomf our42nd dinnerand the 42nd challengingimethatI'verisento say a few
words Thismeansfrankly,that| havebeendoingthisfor half mylife! It'snotsurprisinghenthat |
havelamentedhefact thatit hasgot increasinglynoredifficultto say somethin@riginaleachyear.
Howeverthisyear'sspeechasjustaboutwrittenitselfbecauseneverbefore hasa clubhad such
excitingnews.

My first duty musbe to congratulateher Majestythe Queenand the Royalfamily onan outstanding
year. TheDukeof Edinburgthas,after manyyearsof dedicatedserviceretired. Heis,of course,
famoudor hisscheméhat drivespeople intothe mountaing the mosthorrendousonditions Soit is
notsurprisinghat the nameof HarveyLloyd- a manwith notdissimilaihabits- shouldoe at the
forefrontonthe mindsof the Royalfamily. Andthisled to the secondnostimportantRoyaleventof
theyear: Her Majesty'slecisiorto recognise¢he achievementsf Harveywiththe award of a British
EmpireMedal

| gatherthat at the Palacetherewasconsiderablaliscussioaboutwhichof Harvey'soutstanding
attainmentshouldbe the basisof the citation Would it be hiscontributiorio the Scoutingnovement,
or thefact that he had beenawarded a lifesavingmedalfor jumpingn the turbulentvatersof the
river Glasynto savea younglady from drowningwhenhe himselfvasunableto swim?Therescueof
the Cromleclbouldershisworkfor the youthhosteimovemenin Wales,and hisservican mountain
rescueall deservedcommendationMostrecentlyhisworkto restoreSt Julitta'schurchhaswarranted
publicrecognition Butactuallyno membetrof the Gorphwysfawhohasbeenonthereceivingend of
Harvey'sprolific emailswill be surprisedo learnthat the citationreads"Forserviceto electronic
communicatianT'mtold that four millionand 200,000 emailsare senteveryyear in Oxford. One
mightwonderwhatsortof people sentthose200,000 emailsbut it isreassuringo knowthe person
whosentthe four million

| thinknowis an appropriate momento askyouto toastthe persorwhomostdeservesour
congratulationtoday... | askyouto riseto toastHer Majestythe Queen,jn recognitiorof her
serviceso HarveyArthurLawrenced.loyd.

TheQueengoupledviththenameof HarveyArthurLawrenckloyd,in thewordsof theWyn Jones
biography'a mostremarkablenan®

Thisyear the clubhashad a remarkablenumbeiof activitiescoveringmostof Britishmountainand,
for thefirsttimefor a few years,the Himalayas Thissuccessfexpeditioncoveredboth Tibetand
the southerreveresbasecamp I'msureotherswill wantto say somethingboutthisgreat
adventure Indeedaswassuggestedastyear it mightbe very interestingluringthe dinnerif we
couldhavebrief accountsf meetdromthosewhoparticipated Thisyear, asusualmanyof our
memberhavemetwithgreat success varied activities Howevertwo named mightsingleoutare
Katewhowasplaced eleventhn herage groupinthe World TriathlonChampionships Rotterdam
and Judithwhocontinueas chairmarof BritishOrienteering.

Itisa particularpleasurethisyear to welcomepnceagain, Roband Netti Collisteras our guests
Robhasbeena great supporterof manyof the clubsactivities At thisyear'sClimbingMeethe
provided heroicsupportwhenhelpingto haulmeand my fledgling newkneeup a coupleof climbson
LittleTryfan After leavingCambridge Robput Historybehindhimand wentonto explore,often
with Netti, the great mountaimangesof theworld. He becamea guide and hasguided climbersn
thiscountryand indeedall overtheworld. He hasrecentlypublisheda secondook of mountain
memoriesalled Daysto Remembereflection®f a mountaimguide,whichfollowshisvery successful
book,OvertheHillsandFarAway Thenewbookdescribesnanyexcitingmountairadventuresn a
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mannetthat revealsRob'sdeep affectionfor all aspectf the naturalworld. Heremindsushow
importantit is for usto considehowwe damagethat world, evenwhentravellingto the mountains
StepherVenabledn a prefaceto the bookdescribeskobas'a thinkingperson'slimber'and quotes
JohnBarry,the directorof PlasY Breninwhoin turndescribedhimas"a manof culturea manof
peacea Renaissancean...”

We nowcometo that eagerly anticipatedmomenbf excitementhat enrichegvery Gorphwysfa
dinner;the awardsceremonyn whichwe honoutriumph®f ourmember®verthe pastyear.

TheCupfor theThousanifetresPeakdfkacavhichis awarded for the bestperformanceontherace
organisedby the Gorphwysfafromthe seaat Aber, or alternativelyfrom Ogwen,to the summiof
Snowdon Thisyear the cupis awarded to JackNortonwhocamefirst of the Gorphwysfaentrantsn
theexcellentimeof 2 hoursl8 minute®ntherace from Ogwen.

TheLlydawRaceAward isfor the fastestof thosewho,despitecarousingpn New Y ear'sEveuntilthe
early hoursare neverthelesgrepared to face the challengeof runningoundthelake. Thebesttime
of any clubmembemvasdoneby LizzieWraith. Lizziecamefourthoverallwitha timeof 47 minutes,
an outstandingperformance.

TheGlory and GloomAward isfor heroicclimbingon Britistrockwith specialmeritbeing attachedto
climbson Lliweddor Cloggyintherain. Unfortunatelytasteshavechangedand as| reminded
memberst lastyear'sdinner,the enthusiasrior climbingn driving horizontakain hasdiminished
Rathersurprisinglymanywishto spendtheirtime baskingon warmrocksin the sunshinef more
southermlimes Fortunatelythe BritishMountaineerin@ouncilproposalto rebranditselfas Climb
Britainseemgo havebeenrejected Howeverjt remaindruethata large percentageof its
membershiplimbonlyindoorsand in competitiongnd claimno interesin mountaineering.

TheDistantWhite DomesAward isfor activitiesn the highmountaimighmountaimanges Thisyear
it isawarded to Lucyfor her strenuouactivitiesn the Himalayasn theregionsnearthe Everesbase
camp Hertaskwasnotmadeeasyby havingto marshathreeidiosyncratienalecompanions.

TheCrackedKarabineris ourownaward for exceptionakcourageand determination We are
delightedto award it to Daveand NikkiRoysdor theirascenbf the Grand Teton Spurninghe
usuabivouac they climbedit up and downin one stagefromthe valley involvingwell over 7000
feet of ascentand quitea longwalk in.

It hasbeenanothergreat year in whichour membergouldenjoythe friendshipthat the Gorphwysfa
invokesand meetthe challenge®f the hillstogether Pleaseraiseyourglasse®f Mummery'slood,
whichl musinformguestsis a remarkableliquid that shortenslistancedpwersanglesand improves
the weatherwhendrunkin sufficienguantities.

We drinkthetoastto the cluband remembeour mottoAscendenteespicerauvat: mountaineerske
to lookback.

(It iswithregretthatwe haveto revealthatnoM u m m e hllogddvasavailable mucho the
disappointmeif all andsundry.)
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THENEWESTLUBVMEMBER

Welcometo AmelieAtkinspornby emergencycesarearon Thursday6th of Octobet Sheisdoing
well, fit and strongand gettingready to startclimbingmountainsShewill be comingo the New
Yearmeetd and accordingto her parentsmaybe climbingherfirst peak, weatherdependeniof
course!

eéan@r andparent sé

Butobliviougo all thefuss!
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THEPENY GWRYD- DIPPINGNTOTHE.OCKEBOOK 188481953

Id o nihthkthereare manymember®f the GorphwysfaClubwhoare notconversanwiththe Peny
Gwryd Hotel My ownconnectioneally tookoff in 1972 whenRosieand | movedinto Peny Passas
a lowly visitorto Snowdonigreviougo this,| thinkl wasprobably put off from visitingby the sign

60 Hono€ b a c legmdprominentlynearthe frontdoor. Butof coursel knewof its historyand
linksto mountaineeringhavingread and studiedGeoffrey WinthropY o u rbgokésMo unt ai n
Cr af t oneffeadtnextdoay, myinteresiof its historygrew and whenthe chancearosel read any
and all materialthat camemyway aboutthe hotelspast 1n2012, | had an enquiryfroma relative
of the Briggsfamily (theownersnow)whowishedto write a bookbasedonthe hoteld wouldl help

| wasvery happy to, and contributedn severalways Belowis onesectiorof the book publishedn
2016, 0 T Reay Gwryd Hoteld Talesfromthe SmokeR o o whichisbasedonthehotelVisitors
Bookcontainingentriesfrom 1884 throughto the presentday. | thinkthe pieceexplainsitself

Holidaymakerstayingat the Peny Gwryd Hotelduringthe Victorianera were generally
aristocraticacademicand wealthy 1t wasfashionableat thattimeto leave notesrecordingyvisits,
accountsf activitiesand generallywritingcommentma v i s ibdoloprowd@d by the proprietors
Thefirstv i s ibdokat trse Beny Gwryd Hotelismentionedy HerbertCarr in hisfamoushook The
Mountainef Snowdoni§1925) wherehe notesthatsucha v i s ibdokat ttse ByG datesfrom 1854.

Thisand othersubsequertiooksbecamemangledand torn,entriesof interestwere cutoutand stolen
and wholepageswere intentionallyor accidentallydestroyed

Themorelearnedvisitorgo the Hotelwere becomingupsetby the standardof entries InEaster
1884, Mr HugoJ. YoungK.C.setoutto reversethis6 v a n dwhenhepres@ntedMr and Mrs
Harry Owenwitha thickblack leatherboundquarto bookwitha metallock Younghad the cover
embossedviththewordsdNot the VisitordBoolk hespecifiedhatit wasneverto be usedasan
ordinaryv i s ibdolkghutsatherfor & moserieusna t t seiahas MountairRamblesBotany,
Geology,and othersubject®f interestconnectedviththe Peny Gwryd. Inthisway information
wouldbe available to futurevisitorsand reminisceand otherwisenvouldnotbe lostor defaced.

Througthisaction,over 130 yearsago, it isnowpossibleto explore today the fascinatingaccountsf
the experience®f the manyvisitorasvhohavesharedtheiradventuresvithinits covers TodayThe
Lockedookformsa uniquerecordof the socialhistoryof the Hoteloverfour generations

HugoYoungwrote thefirstentryon 10 April 1884,

On myvisitsto the Peny Gwryd | havenoticedthatyourv i s ibdolohasbeGomea receptaclefor
all sortsof nonsensscribbledby the casualpassefby. Onthe otherhand,manynotesare recorded
of lastinguseand interestto manywhodelightto stay weekswithyou.

Todaythereaderisrewardedfor hisforesight On5 Augustl885, the ReverendHibbertNewton
(181701892) from St MichaelsSouthwarkwhowasa writer and an early proponentof British
Israelismis recordedtrying hishandat poetry with Snowdoni&ersonified Thigsfollowed by a
visitorwholists26 specie®f fern foundaroundthe Peny Gwryd. (Ferncollectingn the Victorian
age wasvery popular.)inOctober1890, after a traverseof the Glyders,a writermentions) t h e
CanononGlyder F a \ii pérhapsthe observerwasa soldier Thed ¢ a sstilith@retoday butit is
the massiveockcalledthe cantileverand it istobe foundon Glyder Fach

TheLockedookis full of the great and the famouspf whateverperiod it is passinghrough On 11
April 1887, onpage 15, thereisto be foundthefirst entry by OscarEckensteifi85981921).
Eckensteim, railway engineerwasthe first personto studytechniquebalanceand holdsonrock
Hisentry describeghe FirstAscenbf CentralGullyon LliweddwithThoma¥. Sculleybranchingout
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onto theWestPeak In1896, heisrecordedclimbingeasiGullyonthe sameface, withJ.A.M
Thomsoand others Thishecamea very popularrouteon Lliwedd;and effectivelythe sportof rock
climbingwasborn

Followinghe deathsof Mr and MrsOweninthe 1890san era ended TheHotelpassedthrougha
transitionaperiod, untilin 1906 William Hampsorf Walsall purchasedhe leaseand appointed
FlorenceBloomfieldas manageressAfter a shortcourtshippn 10 May 1909, Florencemarried
Arthurin BeddgelertChurch Sadly,thisis notrecorded.

ReadingthroughThel.ockedookit is soonapparenthowmanyimportanteventsare notrecorded
ThePeny Gwryd Hotelis notedfor the foundationof TheC | i m@&lebralth@ughconceivedt the
Peny Gwryd in Decembed 897, it wasinauguratedn Londornn 1898. It grew outof a group
calledthe Societyof WelshRabbitsat the Hotel;the supportof the early membershigvasvery much
dominatedby rockclimbingn NorthWales Sadly,thismomentousventis notrecordedeither.

In1909, ArthurLockwooalimbedL o ¢ k w@himdeg®rsClogwyny Bustachabove CwmDyli Power
Stationwherehe worked,again notrecorded,but historytellsthat he wasthe only hotelproprietor

to be creditedwiththelead climbonany rockface in Snowdonia Followinghis,on 16 Junel911,
the secondascenislistedwitha full accounbf therouteby J. BrianBurrellof Liverpoal Lockwood
writes,0 T &pproachto theroutehasnowbeenclearly marked,the cavehasa large crosgpainted
overtheopeningand thelarge treesonthe way to thefoot of the crag are blazedwithana x e 0 .

ArthurLockwoodactuallymadehisfirst entryin TheLockedBookin 1908, whenhe notedthatthere
hadbeend e x t m & imeOralb $eptember 910, Lockwoodentersa table of rainfall and
temperatureveatherrecords He notesthat,6 Aelfregulatingmaximunthermometewasplacedon
Glyder Fachon29 May 1910, for WPB recordshotea b o .vBeléwthisW.P.B noteson19
September910 that,6 MArthurLockwoodwill continudor e ¢ o r TdigofBcoursendicateghat
Lockwoodhavingcomefrom Yorkshireywastakinga strongpersonneinterestin the mountains.

Weather statistic$eature stronglyduringthistime On 15 Septemberl910, it isnotedby WPBthat
thethermometewasplacedonY Glyder Fachon29 May 1910, butadded, at the bottomof the
page, a notethat,6 MArthurLockwoodwill continuego record, WPB Septembed81 9 1. 0 &
Lockwoodhennotesp T hhareadingon Glyder Fachtemperaturesincel5 Septemberno.18 24
degreesF;no. 2 8 25 degreesF. read on7 Novemberl909,A/ L 6 .

Detailsof mountairaccidentsare dotted throughouthe writings Theobituaryfor LeonardSalt,a
businessmaand experiencednountaineemppearsonpage 160. Hedied onEasteiMonday
1910.Theentryisnotedby GSDand CMM Thereisa good reasonto presumehat Lockwoodvould
havebeeninvolvedin therescue Salthad beenstayingat the RoyalHotel,CapelCurig The
accidentwason Lliweddand heis buriedin the Capel CurigChurchyard Thereis good reasonto
resumehat Lockwoodvouldhavebeeninvolvedin theresecure On two furtherpagesit isnoted

that CharlesDonaldRobinsorstayingat the Peny Gwryd, had an accidenton Glyder FachEast
Gully. Hewasevacuatedby stretchefrom OgwenCottagewherehedied. Heisburiedin Bethesda
Hillsidecemetery

InFebruary1911, Lockwoodotesthat someonevasblownoff the causewayand drowned This
timehesignshisname 0 .ALockwoodFellowR (Royal M. (Metrology S (Society. @thersources
tell usthatit wasthelocal postmardeliveringpostto mineworkerswhocameto grief.

Theperiod of the World War Oneisblank,exceptfor weatherreadings On 21 October1917
page 189 recordsthat,6 We a tdtagsavailable from ArthurLockwoodCwmD y .| On&9
October1919 Grace Zangwillsignsher nameunderthe couplet,
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AtGe | eGraved s
Pason,O tenderhearted,dry youreyes,

No herea greyhoundbuta landlordlies (Of coursehisimpliesthefolk tale mythinventedby the
landlord of the Goat Hotel)

InApril 1938,0npage 202, thereappearsthe accounbf Thomasg-irbankand hiswife Esmélater
Kirby) and theirattemptonthe Welsh3000sin two teamsjn miserableveather Itisrecordedthat
Esmeombinedwith theirfarm shepherdrhoma®aviesand Thomagoinedup with Mr RexM.
Hamerand Mr EddieCapelCure Theytake thefreighttrainto thetop of Snowdon Thefirstteam
tookninehoursand 29 minutesind the seconceightand quarterhours Thefull storyistold in
Thoma$ i r b lzookW losghta Mountain

Thenextsignificanentryisa poemaddressedo Mr and MrsLockwoodagain onpage 202, but this
timedated Junel940.

A Lockwoodlament

If youwanta drinkat the Peny Gwryd

D o hédrossandd o ryét worried,

ForMr Lockwoods at the garage,

Or fixing up the Snowdorbarrage,

A pint of beer perhapsyourwishing,

0 OMilr Lockwoodstilloutf i s hi ngo,
A strangermightwithreasonthink
Thatsomeonelsecouldservea drink

Oh, foolishone,for thoughtdike these
ForMrsLockwoodhaslostherkeys!

Allan Moutsdik.

On 28 August1940, AnnLarmonaged 4 years10 monthsywhosemothermwasa friend of Arthur
LockwoodglimbedSnowdont.ockwoodvouldhavebeentheirguide FromSeptemberl940 to May
1943 the Hotelwastakenover by Lakehous&choolBexhilonSea Anaccounbf theiryearsinthe
PyGwasslippedinto TheLockedookin 1950, by a formerpupil A. F Rogers

A tragedy isrecordedon22 May 1948, headedd D e entL h i w d@hisgivésa lengthyaccounbf
theaccidentcyclistPaulHermanssofeavinghisbike at PenyPasssetoff intothe hills Hewent
missin@nd after extensivesearchedhisbody wasfoundat the baseof Lliwedd

Thefirstentry by JohnDisleyappearson17 Decembefl950. DisleyascendsSnowdorwiththe
Briggsfamily, RalphJonesand JackHensonin heavysnow lItisreportedthatice axeswere needed
at thetop of the Zigzags Fivepageslater,on26 Decembefl951, isrecordedthe historyof the oak
furniturein the SmokeRoomwhichwasbeing presentedonthat day by CaptainPeterKirby and
Esm&irbytotheB r i g lgvsagcenstructeddy Peter,AdamCrossieand apprenticeBernard
Pettifer,in hisworkshopat Dyffryn Mymbyr.

From1951 a numberof variousgroup attemptsat the traverseof the Welsh14 3,000 foot mountains
are recorded SeptembeOn13 Septembel952 ChrisBrashemand Dr JohnMawe recorddetailsof
theirsuccessfaktemptonthe Welsh3000sin a newtimeof sixhours37 minutes

Thefirst mentiorof the Everesteamtrainingin the area appearson 17 Januaryl1953, page 234.In
particularthisinvolvedtestingoxygenequipmentand breathingapparatuson Tryfan Thigs
describedin TheLockedoolas6 dismalb u s i. it isotedihat BanksNoyce,HuntBourdillon
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Gregory, Rawlinsor\Whilie, EmlynlonesyVestmacoi€ox,JohnJacksonRkRalphJonesvereall
involved.

On 12 April 1953, page 236, Holy Communiois recordedas havingbeencelebratedintheHo t e | & s
gamesroom,for the secondyear startingat 8.00 am Itisnotedby StanP. Meadowsthatthere
were 14 communicants.

On 25 April1953, page 238, the LliweddJubileeDinnercelebratingthe 50t anniversaryf ascenof
the Eastpeak of Lliweddisrecorded Twentythreepeople attendedincludingHerbertCarr, Douglas
Milnerand A.BHargreaves.

On page 239 thefirst entry mentionindirst ascenof Everesisrecorded Thenewsreachedthe Pen
y Gwryd 1.04amon 2 Junel953 ontheday of the Coronation (Guestdiad previouslyjtoastedthe
Queenat midnight. A party left the Peny Gwryd at 1.30 amand arrived onthe summibf Snowdon
at 4 am Theyannouncethe newsthereand dranka toastto the victoriouslimberson Everest The
groupincludedJackLonglandand sixothers Picture®f Hilary and Tenzingare attachedto the next
page followed by smallpicturesof all expeditionmembers.

Thisbrief introductionio TheLockedookhaslookedat a sectiorof typical entriesup untilthe PyG-
basedcelebrationsassociatedviththe successf the 1953 BritishEveresExpeditiofi but following
1953 thereare manyarchivaltreasurego be found (Notablywiththe passageof timescientific
entriesdrop as sportingeventgake over.)Thigncludesheroicfirst ascentand challenge$ by some
of h i s tgmeatestdlimbersthereare recordsof visitsand reunionssignedcommentshe
notificationof publichonoursthe postingof obituariesand the announcemenf marriagesand births
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NEWYEARMEERO16

TheNew Year meethasalwaysbeena family occasiorand thisyear wasno exceptionwitha wide
range of ages,headedby JohnRowlinsorwhomwe were all delightedto see Theyoungesthere
were JudithH o | absolgtelycharmindittle grand daughtersAnnaand Lucy5 and 3;theyseemed
alwayshappy and full of life, and theirlove for theirgrannyand hersfor themwasa real pleasure
to watch.

We were sopleasedto welcomed. u ctwo&ans Jack,and PeterwithP e t @irt friiesd, Lucyfrom
Americashehad neverbeenin mountainbefore soit wasa big excitementor her;and | believe
shelovedit all and wantsto comeagain nextyear.ltwasequallya delightthat Ruthwas
accompaniedy Roband Kat and theirthreestalwartchildren, TaijiKaitoand Akina,10, 8 and 5.

A particularlyspecialnewand youngergroup of member$aslately developedand seemgo be
growing;they havefoundusthroughvaryingroutesand are a real addition,in their attitudesand
enthusiasnand enviableenergyand seeminglyenjoyingit all justas muchas everyoneelse | heard
someof themsayingthey hopedthey couldcomenextyear sothey seento haveadopted the club
and all it standdor, whichis suclgood newsfor the future.

Inadditiontherewasof coursea good crowdof longtermmembersbut we were very sadto miss
Brianand Reginaand Pennythroughill health;Brianwassufferingafter a kneereplacementand
unfortunatelyPennywasunwell;howeverKate and Suzannarove overand joinedusfor oneday, so
we had a Huttornpresenceand for thoseof uswhohavebeencomingor many,manyyearsit was
alsoa real pleasurethat Rosiecamein oneeveningand we couldcatchup onall hernews.

Thehostelhowseemso haveacceptedour unusuafjroup descending@nthemi,n fact possiblythey
evenlike us?Theywere very welcomingand friendly, and the staff did theirbestto pleaseus;piped
musi@t breakfastdisappearedand we had the big diningroomto ourselve$or theNewY e aEvé s
dinnerand afterwardstoo. Of courseit isnotthe sameasit usedto be whenwe had thewhole
hostelo ourselveand Harveysawthat we were fed right royally; but becauseof that perhapssome
people expecttoo mucht isa youthhosteland the food is dictated from head office somewherel
for onehavealwaysfelt it a treat, after all the businessf shoppingand cookingover Christmasjot
to haveto do anythingaboutthe food, excepteat it with pleasure!

Despitethe funand gamesit is absolutelyessentiathat exercisestakenand hereare someof the
expeditions | apologizethat notevery epicadventureis mentionedeveryonehad sufficienfreshair
and exercisd amsure ChristineAndrewand Judithwentona toughwalk startingin Nant Perisand
finishingon Glydir Fawrwith4000 feet of climbing A larger groupdid a longwalk on Moel
Siabod;thisincludingheyoungO g d eamdali 3 completedhewalk in very windy conditions
returningafter dark and uncomplaininghoughl believethat whenthe nextday wasdiscussethere
wasa declarationof 0 nnaorew a | k huta ¢rip to a climbingwall wasa great success.

Judithalsoorganizedthe orienteeringthe youngergenerationwhodid a longfell runon 30t
orienteeredn the dark, and alsothe nextday helpedcollectthe controlsasdid Annaand Lucywith
Judithand Jenny On 31stFrancesed a walk in the Gwydir Forestwhichwasvery interestingas it
wasamongsbld mineworkings Alsoon 30t Dai Bedwellled a smallgroup ontoCarneddUchaf,
and a family walk on 31staroundthe Moelwyns

OnbothdaysHarveytookthelessfit membersut,and if | tell youthattherehad to be frequent
coffee breaksyou canimaginethe arduouswvalkswe had to do! Amongsianyotherthingswe
again visitedthe lovely churchn Capel,and up near Dinorwicsawremnant®f the quarry worksand
a fabulousviewdownthevalley.
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| am happy to be able to reportthat| believeall traditionswere fulfilled; thisyear the puzzleWAS
finishedthetable tennisvasplayed and wonby Andy Middleton Drinksvere had onthefirst night,
and therewere problemswith viewingthe pictureson the seconchightd notfor thefirsttimelThisvas
a great shamédor the Steveand Gerry whohad prepared a talk aboutlcelandfor us.

Thecarolswere sungthougha slightbreak withtraditionhere,as we werein the diningroombut |
foundit very pleasingyou couldlookroundand seejusteveryonereally joiningin; and special
thanksare due hereto Stellafor manfullykeepingusin order onthe keyboard.

Of coursggamestook placeincludinga newonefrom Gerry whichcausedmucHaughing jt seemed
to be played withsmallpotatoesAndof courseV i k duizv@asas usualocleverasto be to most
peopleincomprehensihldt wasan added pleasurethat someotherresidentsn the hostejoinedin
boththe carolsand the games.

Soit cameto be timefor Auld LangSyneonceagain,and someof uswhohave perhapsbeencoming
sincethe7 0 maybethoughthackto the pastand thosenowabsent;but aswe huggedand kissed
and oncemoresaidd h a pgwy e aaederyone)] amsurewe all hopedwe shallmeetagain next
year and joinhandsoncemore

THERACE

Thigsa sortof optional(Ed ???!)extra to the meet,startedasa funthingfor usto do, and somehow
grownintoa sortof publicevent Anyway,thosewhomarshalledvere saintlyasthe rain absolutely
poureddown,and thosethat ran, includingsomebrave clubmembersand the outsiders thethin

and scraggythelarge and brawny - theywere all there,and | hopethey enjoyedit; specialmention
musbe madeof Lizzie oneof us,whohavingwonher classcheerfullydid the runall overagainto
checlknoonehad fallen by the wayside.

PSfrom AndrewMiddleton:

Well doneto the smallgroupwhotackledthe orienteering With theiffy mapand very prototype
controls/technologgnhancinghe challenggnotto mentiorthe weather) thosetaking part saidthey
enjoyedit. Onegroupmanagedto find all 18 controlsn the dark in aboutan hour...remarkableA
specialthankyoufrom Andrewand Judithto Edand Davefor collectingcontrols Let'shopethe
technologymprovesn the future!
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TOURDELLYNLLYDAWLSTJAN 2017

New Year'sDay dawnedrather miserablyafter somedry if ratherovercasiand windy days
Howeverthisdid notdeter a recordentryto ourannualNew Yearwake-up race Therain eased
duringthe eventand mostrunnergleclaredconditiongs"notbad”. Thefield washeadedby Gareth
Wyn Hughe®f Merciain a fine timeof 41.25, nearly 3 minuteslear of MalcolmDaviesand Ake
Fagerendof Hebogand MynyddwyrDe Cymrurespectively FirstwvomanwastheredoubtableLizzie
Wraith in a newfemalebesttimeof 47.01 Equallyremarkablewasthat Lizziefollowed herrunby
coolingdownwitha "sweep"runto ensureall competitorsvere safely backat thefinish Thisdouble
loop wasa firstin therace'shistory!

Inaddition,the moresenior?

M40+ PaulJone<Eryri47.50.

F40+ SarahRidgwayMercia48.11

M45+ JohnParkinsoteryri47.45.

F45+ FenellaHigginsl.11.49

M50+ TimWatsonEryri49.19.

F50+ (None)

M 55+ ChristopheKelseyWellsHarriers54.44
F55+ EllieSalisburyEryriwarriors 1.13.39
M60+ ChrisHigginsBuckleyl.01.32

F60+ (None)

M65+ (None)

F65+ JudithHolt Gorphwysfal.22.25
M70+ PaulNewby Thamed4.12.47

F70+ (None)

Manythankgo the managemenand staff of Peny PassyouthHosteffor all their supportand
cooperation Thehosteisa havenof restand comfortfor competitorgfter a hecticchasearound
LlynLlydaw Pleasenotethatthe Gorphwysfadonatedall entryfeesto a registeredcharity.

Manythankgo Andy and therace organisingeamfor bringingtogethera totally troublefree event

We knowthatall the eighty or socompetitorgnjoyedthe run(onecompetitomotedd T h youfdr
organisingsucla brilliantrace!!!)we havenoreport of theresponsef the youngbaby who
competedhe junioreventcarried by fatherin a baby carrier,butlookforward to his/her nextentry
inaboutléy ear s 0!
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Position Mame

EOSGEERCEEREYERERR

225

Garath Wyn Hughes
Malcolm Davies
Ake Fepemeng
Lizzie W raith
John Parkinson
Paul Jones
Sarah Ridgway
Pzul Freeman
Cyied Whiteside
Gwion Wiliams
Tim W at=on

irfon Rowlands
Goronwy Hughes
Phil Lynes

Ed Dxon

Twm Morgan
FAobert Jackson
Aled Lioyd
Mathew Fenwich
Richard Jones
Sarah Harlay

[ai Bedwell
Chrisiopher Helsey
Louise Bastlestons
Mick Jones

Gary English
Owan James
Sieffan Evans
Gomer Morgan
Garzth Wyn Cwen
Jennifer Gharlton
Porowski Lukesz
Michae| Pritchard
Cyenallt Huws
Peter Morton

Meil Bridgstock
Paul Hodges
Bhiodri Wiliams
[ave Broatch
Cyian Wilkams
Chris Higgins
De=an Hichard=on
Tom Albiston
Elin Sievwenson
Edward Atkins
Aichard Borme
Sophie Fosker
Annabe| Prow
Hugh Morgan
Jim Jones

Llinos Greenhalgh

Llydaw 2017 All Results
Class Gender Club
M35 M Mercia
Mas M Hebog
Mao M Wtyryddwryr de Cyminu
F3n F Gorpirary =ia
Ma5 M Enymi
Man M Eryri
Fan F Mercia
M35 M RAucksack Club
Ma4a M Enymi
Man M =]
M50 M Eryri
Mas M CYEI
Ma4a M Hebog
Maa M Unzttached
Mao M Gorpirery =ta
Ma5 M Hebog
M40 M Haolme Pierpoint
Ma3a M Hebog
Mas M Unzttached
M35 M Hebog
Fas5 F Enyri
M45 M Gorpirery =fa
Mss M Wel= Hamiers
M35 M Enyri
Man M Enyri
M50 M Livenpool Aunning Club
Mza M =]
M35 M Enyri
Mz0 M Hebog
Ma5 M Hebog
Fan F =]
Ma30 M Unzttached
Ma3a M Hebog
Man M CYEI
Mas M Gorpirery =fa
M35 M Unzttached
M50 M Enyri
M35 M Unzttached
M55 M Enymi
Maa M Unzttached
Misn M Buckley
M35 M Unzttached
Mas M Unzttached
Fan F Eryri
M30 M Gorpirary =fa
M45 M My=izrunzs
Fas F Unzttached
F3s F Haolme Pierpoint
Ma4a M Enymi
M50 M Helsby RG
Fas F Enyri

Rasult
0041 25
004420
04454
004701
0047 A5
D047 50
004811
004853
04301
004305
004315
004345
004354
005005
D0:51 25
D520
D0:52:25
005343
005355
D0:54:15
D0:54:30
005442
D054 44
005447
005545
005615
005641
D057 33
D057 45
00:58:20
005840
00:58:52
005312
005330
005342
005344
005353
005355

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

0120
o128
01 E2
101 4s
0350
04T
o513
‘0518
10&:01
0808
0803
‘0838
iS5
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Llydaw 2017 All Results
Harry Wilsdon Mas M Unatiached 010916
Elizaineth Baduesll Fis F Gorpwysia 010936
Petar Lowe Mas M Hebicg 011003
Mikki Foyse Fan F Gorphwy=ia 014016
Belinda Bradksy Fias F Unatiached 1) 8 L)
Fenella Higginz Fas F Buckley 01:11:49
Amandza Poriar Fan F Southwel 01:12:44
Philip Sturgeon Mas M Unattached 01:12:44
Feul A T Mawby M70 M Thames Hare and Hounds 01 :12:47
Andrew Oines M40 M Unatiached 01:13:03
Elizzbath Moxon F3s F Unatiached 01:13:04
Susan Kera Jones  Fa0 F Unatiached 01:13:06
Elbe Salisbury F55 F Eryni Warriors 01:13:33
Adrian Moir M55 M Myrydderyr de Cymiru 01:13:42
Sian Williams Fan F Unatiached 011409
Ahian Thomas F40 F Enyni 01:14:14
Aberyri Olrear M M Eryri 011503
Fiona Owen Fan F Enyni 01:15:21
Helen Kalzsay F55 F 'Wakon Chassrs 011950
Hobert Bryant M0 M Unattached 01 2006
Chloe Jane Ward Fzu F Unatiached 01 :20:08
Tom Webb a0 M Unattached 012012
Emmz Fenlon Fas F Unattached 01 :20:49
Liz Fowder Faa F Windle Vallsy Runners 01:21:44
Jil Riley Fs0 F Eryri 1) iy )
Judith Hodt Fi&s5 F Gorphwy=ia 01 2225
Emily Wood Fa5 F Eryni 01 2230
Margarat Oliver Fi&s5 F Eryri 012243
Ciolin Hampson M50 M Rhedwyr Glznrafon 01:24:45
Sabine Hoskema Faa F Buckley 01:24:51
Marcus Hodpges M50 M Rhedwyr Glznrafon 01:24:53
Alun Jones M&0 M CYEI 01:24:54
Sue Jones F55 F CYEI 01:24.58
Eules Seow Fan F North London MG 012753
Tom Pokdon M30 M Unatiached 01 4707
James Bedwedl M10 M Gorphwy=sia 002734
Seth Aok Bradley M1 M Unzattached 01 :20:25

Llydaw 2017 Gorphwysfa Results

Position Name

PR = I S (S R O R

Lizzie Wraith

Ed Dicon

['ai Bedwell
Peter Morion
Edward Atkins
Elizabsth Badwell
Mikki Fioyse
Judith Holt
James Bedwsll

Class
Fao
M30
M45
Mz5
M30
Fis
Fan
(=
LN}

Gender Club

Gorphysia
Gorphwysia
iGorphranysta
Gorphwysia
iGorphranysta
Gorphysia
Gorphwysia
Gorphwysia
iGorphranysta

T T MMETTITT

Result

00471
00:51:28
005442
005842
010513
010836
MA0eE
012225
Q02734

Race
Lonig
Lonig
Loing
Lonig
Loing
Long
Lonig
Lonig
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IN PRAISBF OXFOGOWALKS.

OnTuesdayl5 Augustucyled a walk of about8 milesstartingfrom Finstock Thisvastheideal
opportunityto testmy staminaas| dndnagedonly about5-6 milessincemyop in April. Theday
wasfine but only Harveyand | joinedLucywhichwasa shameasit provedto be a mostenjoyable
walk withonly a few gentleuphillpulls,only onestilethat | remembeand mostlyclearfootpaths.

FromFinstockve walked southtowardsWilcote and the Grange,thencontinuedsEtowardsBridewell
OrganicFarm Beforewe reachedthefarm we had coffee near LadywellSpring,sittingin a field
neara hugenaturalsculpturevhichdemandedo be photographedand may provide inspiratiorfor
a paintingin due course

Walking alongsidethe RiverEvenlodainderthe trees,we were thenheadingfor Stonesfieldut only
skirtedthe edge of thevillage insteadof goingthroughit. Aswe ate ourlunchn a gateway near
Stonesfield studiedand photographedan array of cloudswhichwill be witha usefulskyreference
for futureuse.
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f .

While we were admiringthe attractivebridge near Fawler,Lucyand Harveyprovidedan unmissable
photoopportunity 1w o u | be ab to do justiceto themin paint but will certainlyincludethe
bridge in a seriesof paintingd dplanning

T ——

Near hereisthe siteof a RomarVilla, whichwe did nothavetimeto visitbut Lucyrecommendis asa
place of interestwortha visit We thenwentunderthe CharlburyLineand crossedackoverthe
Evenlodéefore thrashingourway backto Finstockhroughtall nettleswhichflanked and obscured
the path. Well nodecentGorphwysfarwalk is withouta measureof discomfort!Backin Finstockhe
pub wasjustaboutto shutbut the publicankindly servedusmuckheededdrinksadding a feel-good
factor to crowna delightfulday.

Thisvasa perfectwalk for me:a sufficientlydemandingdistancen good companyguidedby a
trustyleader. Andthiswasjustoneof the marvellou®OXFOGOwalkson offer. | wishl couldgo on
all of them
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THETOURDEMONTEROSAWELLNOTQU | T E e)

TheTourde MonteRosais similarto the Tourde MontBlanca bit longerand lesswellwalked Here
isa standardmap of theroute Nextto it iswhatwe actuallydid, with variantsfrom the classicoute
(andalsosadly cutshortdueto snowdreado n é . . )

T Slaloen

T Slaioen

Staffa

Rl AULOUSHzD

\ ) " . MonteRosa
f ja > 4
z p okl ADufourspitzo
“. 7 Monte Rosa_ 7
Bc:ﬂma Itafien o5
—ls PR
~ ltafien o
fa Trirké
. - Rifugio Alpenzu

0 10 km
Day 0 - arrive Cervinia

It wasnevergoingto be a puristTourde MonteRosa Classicallythe routestartsfrom (and endsat)
Zermattand includes glaciercrossingyvia the Theodupass Ourl a d graug(@ll 4 of usover60
n o w dke to carry everythingfor thetrip onourbacks,sowere loathto haveaxesand crampons
for theduration Sowe cheatedand startedin Cerviniaat thelovely HotelEuropawhichservedusa
magnificenbreakfast Sadly,the accommodatioand breakfastswere to becomemoreSpartanfor
a few days
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Day 1 d Cerviniato RefugeFerraro,Resy11km,315mascent,

More cheatingd we tookthe CimeBianchecable car to a highpoint We emergedto a bleak bare
top, withthe scarsof the skirunsin all directions What confusediswasa large lake at the highest
point,whichwe tried to linkto lakesonthe map @ withmuctconfusion|t turnedoutto be a new
reservoirnotonthemapat all!

Somewanderingaboutlater, we managedto find the rightrouteand soonreacheda moreverdant
and unspoilechrea.

We endedup at the RefugeFerraro,whichsitsabove the resortof StJacques Itisa pleasant,
homelyplace and the family whorunit were very welcoming.
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Day 2 - Resyto AlpenzuGrande,Gressonayl12.5km,700mascent

We setoff early and stoppedfor an early cupof coffee before tacklingthe Bettaforcapassat
2727m Thera long,beautifuldescentpastsomed wa f e a t whiclkwsuidput Chelseao
shame!

Finally,quite weary, we arrived at the stunning* AlpenzuRefugea convertechamlet It was
recommendebly a guidefriend and lived up to itsreputationfor ambiancefood and comfort
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