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EDITORIAL 

Harvey Lloyd 

Editorial Dec 2017/ Jan 2018 

I am sure that I can honestly say that 2017 has been a good year for the Gorphwysfa, lots of action 
and a little excitement, with a few bleeps to keep you ð the members ð on your toes ð no Trump 
messages from me!! This the second Journal in one season , not a record I know, but matching the best!  

Lots of good articles to read, providing springboards for adventures in 2018 ð perhaps also initiated 
by the Diary of Events on page 4.  Very many thanks to all the contributors, keep the material 
flowing.  I do note that there are several members who have not enjoyed either the social inter-mix, 

the fun or even just the experience of a Gorphwysfa Meet in 2017.  To those I say ð ôyou must try 
harderõ in 2018 or consider whether you are getting value for your money by paying your club fees 
ð although again club fees do mean BMC affiliation and receiving lots of emails from me ð you lucky 

people!  

It is really good to welcome two new members to the club, and they are aged under 70 years too 
(actually I would say under 30 years!)  - details on the recently circulated membership list.  Although 

they are well familiar with the 1000 metres and the New Year Meet one hopes that in 2018 they will 
have listed other Gorphwysfa meets in their diaries!  It is also a very warm welcome to Jack Norton 
who has agreed to join the club executive committee.   

Yes, we have had a good year in 2017, starting I suppose with the New Year Meet 2016/17, which 
was a fine gathering, a real family social get-together, with a very big age difference between the 
old and the young which added much to the fun and experience of it all!  Andrew M wrote about the 

orienteering, 

 Well done to the small group who tackled the orienteering.  With the iffy map and very 
prototype controls/technology enhancing the challenge (not to mention the weather), those 

taking part said they enjoyed it.  One group managed to find all 18 controls in the dark 
in about an hour...remarkable.  A special thank you from Andrew J and Judith to Ed and 
Dave for collecting controls.  Let's hope the technology improves in the future! 

Read the full report in this Journal, by Nicolette, which reveals the excellence of the Meet.  I thank 
Jack Norton for sharing with us his design skills, note the newly designed club Logo.   

In 2018 we should have a club running vest for sale, and then perhaps a Sweat shirt ð or other items 

of club clothing, let us know your ideas, they will make wonderful Christmas presents!  

Again, there is no argument on the success of the 2017 Welsh 1000 metre peaks race.  The comments 
received from the competitors post the race confirm this ð these have been circulated earlier.  Lots 

and loads of thanks to the team that brought it about, something that all, and the club can be proud 
about.  ð a really 1000 metres 2017.   

Plans for 2018 event are already on the table, with the planning executive bringing together the 

event which will be meticulously very well organised.  Following a planning meeting during the dinner 
weekend several new aspects are to be introduced.  Sarah is looking after race control and is also 
the safety officer.  Dave Royce has produced a new trial website which looks very exciting.  One of 

the design ideas behind the website is to simplify it for competitors and we are very grateful to both 
Dave and Kate for bringing this together ð it will be launched in the New Year.  Donõt forget to have 
a look at the results of all the effort.  Another exciting development is that the 1000m has been 

chosen as a Welsh Fell Runners Association and a north Wales championship race, and will probably 
be chosen as a Eryri Harriers club championship event as well.  This will result in a bigger entry, which 
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leads again to an appeal going out to club members to step forward and help, in which ever way 

they feel able.   

A journal has now been circulated to those at the dinner ð it is based on the Nepal/Tibet trip and the 
diaries kept by the group.  I still have a few spare copies, if you want one please email me ð I will 

post them out.  This Journal will not be circulated on the club web site.   

Summer flashed by, which for eleven persons lead to the Himalayan trip which was both exciting to 
organise and exciting to go on.  Two trips in one had not been tried before and I thought it worked 

perfectly.  I do hope that the club will continue to support meets to the greater ranges ð they have so 
much to offer those willing to go for it.   

What a cracking weekend the dinner meet was! Penny and Kate brought things together so well, but 

it was really sad that Brian & Regina could not make it, through the serious illness of a grandchild.  
Many thanks for Peter, who performed effortlessly in Brianõs shoes, bringing together a fine evening 
at the Tyn y Coed which 39 people enjoyed.  It was really nice to have Rob &Netti Collister with us as 

guests, Rob spoke to us about his interests in conservation, particularly in Snowdonia, through the 
Snowdonia Society.  There were some excellent times spent on the hills on Saturday, which turned out, 
weather wise to be a fine and bright day.  The AGM too was an also a total success ð Gillian being 

the stand in this time, and did an excellent job of keeping the rowdy members under control.  We had 
more big bangs than ever in the fireworks, ð there were expressions that it was the best do for some 
time.  Altogether a very pleasant entertaining evening.   

In my little back-water of living, life has been at times in 2017, hectic - yes, itõs been a busy but a fun 
year.  I certainly thank all those who supported the award of my BEMõ a very unexpected, generous 
and exciting gesture which does reflect on the excellence of the Gorphwysfa, and other groups that I 

have been or am involved with. 

Sadly, we have learnt of the death of Ian Smart, an early member and supporter of the Gorphwysfa.  
Ian Smart will be long remembered for his rendering of Robbie Burns poetry at the early New Year 

Meets at Pen y Pass, which he attended with his wife Ann and children.  Those who remember him will 
be saddened to learn of his death.  He was a much-loved member of the Gorphwysfa.  He supported 
our meets for many years, being a regular attendee of the Lakes Meet and later in the 1990s an 

active supporter of the 1000 metres race ð have competed it a number of times, - in those days of 
course, the long event! He was with us on our expedition to climb Mera Peak, the highest of the 
trekking peaks in Nepal available to mountaineers.  The trek was memorable in many ways ð three of 

the group made the summit.  For many years he supported the British Legion.  Very much respected in 
the village of Wootton, our thoughts are with the family.   

Closing, I hope to see lots of you in 2018.  We can still squeeze in one or two on the New Year Meet 

if you wish to book, a full programme which will include Steve Ellis and Lucy giving a presentation on 
the Himalayan trip.  This is soon followed by the Steve Ogden meet, book now if you have not yet 
taken the plunge! We also need one or two organisers to fill in the gaps to be found in the Diary, 

step forward quick!  

A very Happy New Year to my readers I hope to see a few of them getting their feet wet on the Llyn 
Llydaw Race 
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MEETS DIARY 2018 

Jan 19 ð 21.  The Steve Ogden Memorial Meet,  Lakes , Sarah and Andrew J are in the 

driving seat this year! The venue for the meet will be The Patterdale Hotel, were we will be absorbed 
into the luxury that they provide! If you are coming you should now have paid up, to Sarah!  There 
may still be vacant places, contact Sarah, if you missed the earlier booking dates.  Bring on the good 

weather.   

Certificated First Aid Course.  We have not run a course for the last two or so years.  Is there a 

demand within the club for this year? We could again sponsor a First Aid course for both club 
members and friends.  Let Harvey know if you are interested.   

Feb 9/10.  The 47th Welsh 1000 metres Race prelim radio coms exercise.  In Snowdonia, 

based at Hafod y Gwynt.  Normally by invitation, but if you wish to get involved please contact 
Harvey. 

Spring Meet - Anyone willing to bring a Spring Meet together in 2018? Now is the time to launch it, 

please contact me if you feel able ð we will take it from there!   

Scotland in the Spring  Now very much in the system! Len has found a fine venue near Fort William, 

which I now believe is fully booked with a waiting list.  But that does not mean you cannot come ð 

there are plenty of B&Bõs around contact Len for more details!  Also watch this space for further 
details.   

June 1/2/3.  The 47th  Welsh 1000 metres Race Weekend  The Race weekend is always a 

huge social gathering again this year we are considering changes which will improve the race.  Again, 
the mighty organisational wheels are turning, note our website (www.welsh1000m.org) all details 
available, thanks to Kate, Sarah and Jean, the online entries system worked perfectly last year.  Its 

only 7 months away so please get in touch if you can help; this year we will again at some 
considerable expense book accommodation in the Plas y Brenin Moelwyn cottage (see it on the web), 
so there should be no need for anyone to B&B or use a hotel.  Put this date in your Diary it is an 

important/vital/not to be missed event.  It certainly is special, and it is brilliant that we as a small 
informal group can put together a National sporting event of this nature, do you best to add a little 
to the gathering.  Please let Harvey know if you want accommodation at HyG; we will  transfer 

the overflow to Moelwyn Cottage, a self-catering house as an annex to Hafod y Gwynt if 
needed.   

June 3 (Sunday)  Could this be a good time for a little maintenance in the Copse? 

June 15/16/17.  Rock Climbing Meet The meet will be based at Hafod y Gwynt and is for 

anyone interested in rock climbing - beginners or tigers.  If you are new to the game this is a chance 
to try it out.  The meet will cater for both those wishing to start, those that have already had a go and 
the more experienced climbers.  For beginners we will need to have some idea what equipment is 

available i.e.  helmet and harness etc.  If you're interested try contacting contact Brian 01865 
723865 for climbing info or Harvey at 37, Stockleys Road, Headington, OX3 9RH, phone 01865 
750067 or e-mail harvey@richlloyd.fsnet.co.uk to arrange B&B accommodation.  Circular shortly.   

June 27 (Saturday) (Provisional date).  Oxfordshire Meet,  2017 was a good year - many 

thanks to Janice & Stephen.  Now hosts and venue needed for 2018 ð Any volunteers? There will be 
walks on the Saturday with a meal/buffet on Saturday evening.  Rock Climbing on Brooks climbing 

wall on Sunday?  Please get in touch if you can fill the gap more details shortly.   

http://www.welsh1000m.org/
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July 12 to 19  Summer Alpine Meet Any chance of fitting a Dolomite trip in to 2018 ð or even 

a look at Austria? If you have thoughts of a family meet, why not expand it into a Club meet ð there 

is little more work in bringing a gathering together.  As with other Dolomites Meets the plan is that 
people organise their own accommodation either individually or by organising themselves into groups.  
Contact Harvey if you have any ideas.   

September 18/19/20 (suggested date) The Autumn.  This year it is hoped that Andrew, the 

Whiz Kid organiser, will leap at the opportunity of organising another September meet.  Info sheet 
and booking form to follow.  Keep this date free! Bookings to Andrew Shorter, Bay Tree House, Main 

Rd., Milcombe, Banbury, OX15 4RW Tel 01295 720239 email: andrewshorter@btconnect.com   

November 2/3/4.  Dinner Meet The Venue is yet to be decided, but the date is!!  Club members 

only, keep the date free! As democracy rules in the Gorphwysfa, we are going to have again the 

official AGM of the club at 5 45pm on the night of the dinner at Hafod y Gwynt.  The meeting will 
close at 6pm or earlier.  Items for the agenda can be submitted now; the executive committee will 
consider their suitability for acceptance.  Hopefully Penny will again front the dinner arrangements.   

December 29/30/31 New Year Meet, hopefully at Pen y Pass again! This could be the 

occasion when we again return to Pen y Pass again.  We need 40 or so persons to bring this together 
to have a good time; a lively meet guaranteed, but there should be time for relaxation too ð what 
about YOU for the next year!!!!! Let Harvey know if you are interested ð for this meet to continue we 

do need club support.  Watch this space for more details! 

2019: 

The Steve Ogden Memorial Meet Lakes  Following further discussion I am sure Lucy or someone 

will organise the meet in 2019 but letõs fit in a date and venue quickly.  Perhaps again we could have 
a three-night meet.  When details are announced.  éget your booking in early!  

Scotland in the Spring.That seems a long way off, but remember how time flies!! Organiser, date 

and venue required!  

Early May  Have you done Mt Toubkal in Morocco?  How about 2019? It is a relatively 

straightforward trip for a 4000m peak but has a nicely exotic feel to it.  Iõm sure some members will 
have been there, but it may appeal to others. 

September 29 ð October 30 2019.  Nepal/the Himalayas  I am keen to return to some far-off 

venue in an exotic place, return flights to Kathmandu are really easily booked, would anyone like to 
join me?  The early plan is to return to the Khumbu area, I would like to walk from Kathmandu to 

Namche Bazaar following the route of the 1953 Everest expedition, but then now Tibet calls too! 
Trekking in this area does open huge opportunities for climbing and getting to the top of some of the 
lessor Himalaya, for the more fit ð but there is plenty to do for the aged wimps of the club as well.   

If you are interested in getting out on the hills with the Gorphwysfa, then you need to note the above 
dates in your diaries now, and get in touch with the appropriate organiser!  Remember that friends 
are really welcome to come along to our meets, and so become involved in the club, but the Dinner 

meet is closed to non-members:  This includes partners, so make sure they are members!  On all other 
meets please feel free to ask if there is room.   
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THE CHAIRMANõS LONG AND BORING SPEECH - GORPHWYSFA DINNER 
2017 

Presented this year by Pete Williams in Brianõs absence. 

This is the occasion of our 42nd dinner and the 42nd challenging time that I've risen to say a few 
words.  This means, frankly, that I have been doing this for half my life! It's not surprising then that I 
have lamented the fact that it has got increasingly more difficult to say something original each year.  

However, this year's speech has just about written itself because never before has a club had such 
exciting news. 

 My first duty must be to congratulate her Majesty the Queen and the Royal family on an outstanding 

year.  The Duke of Edinburgh has, after many years of dedicated service, retired.  He is, of course, 
famous for his scheme that drives people into the mountains in the most horrendous conditions.  So it is 
not surprising that the name of Harvey Lloyd - a man with not dissimilar habits - should be at the 

forefront on the minds of the Royal family.  And this led to the second most important Royal event of 
the year: Her Majesty's decision to recognise the achievements of Harvey with the award of a British 
Empire Medal.   

I gather that at the Palace there was considerable discussion about which of Harvey's outstanding 
attainments should be the basis of the citation.  Would it be his contribution to the Scouting movement, 
or the fact that he had been awarded a lifesaving medal for jumping in the turbulent waters of the 

river Glasyn to save a young lady from drowning when he himself was unable to swim? The rescue of 
the Cromlech boulders, his work for the youth hostel movement in Wales, and his service in mountain 
rescue all deserved commendation.  Most recently his work to restore St Julitta's church has warranted 

public recognition.  But actually no member of the Gorphwysfa who has been on the receiving end of 
Harvey's prolific emails will be surprised to learn that the citation reads "For services to electronic 
communication".  I'm told that four million and 200,000 emails are sent every year in Oxford.  One 

might wonder what sort of people sent those 200,000 emails but it is reassuring to know the person 
who sent the four million.   

I think now is an appropriate moment to ask you to toast the person who most deserves our 

congratulations today....  I ask you to rise to toast Her Majesty the Queen, in recognition of her 
services to Harvey Arthur Lawrence Lloyd. 

The Queen, coupled with the name of Harvey Arthur Lawrence Lloyd, in the words of the Wyn Jones 

biography "a most remarkable man".   

This year the club has had a remarkable number of activities covering most of British mountains and, 
for the first time for a few years, the Himalayas.  This successful expedition covered both Tibet and 

the southern Everest base camp.  I'm sure others will want to say something about this great 
adventure.  Indeed as was suggested last year it might be very interesting during the dinner if we 
could have brief accounts of meets from those who participated.  This year, as usual, many of our 

members have met with great success in varied activities.  However, two names I might single out are 
Kate who was placed eleventh in her age group in the World Triathlon Championships in Rotterdam 
and Judith who continues as chairman of British Orienteering. 

It is a particular pleasure this year to welcome, once again, Rob and Netti Collister as our guests.  
Rob has been a great supporter of many of the clubs activities.  At this year's Climbing Meet he 
provided heroic support when helping to haul me and my fledgling new knee up a couple of climbs on 

Little Tryfan.  After leaving Cambridge, Rob put History behind him and went on to explore, often 
with Netti, the great mountain ranges of the world.  He became a guide and has guided climbers in 
this country and indeed all over the world.  He has recently published a second book of mountain 

memories called Days to Remember, reflections of a mountain guide, which follows his very successful 
book, Over the Hills and Far Away.  The new book describes many exciting mountain adventures in a 
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manner that reveals Rob's deep affection for all aspects of the natural world.  He reminds us how 

important it is for us to consider how we damage that world, even when travelling to the mountains.  
Stephen Venables in a preface to the book describes Rob as"a thinking person's climber" and quotes 
John Barry, the director of Plas Y Brenin, who in turn described him as "a man of culture, a man of 

peace, a Renaissance man..."  

We now come to that eagerly anticipated moment of excitement that enriches every Gorphwysfa 
dinner; the awards ceremony in which we honour triumphs of our members over the past year. 

The Cup for the Thousand Metres Peaks Race which is awarded for the best performance on the race 
organised by the Gorphwysfa from the sea at Aber, or alternatively from Ogwen, to the summit of 
Snowdon.  This year the cup is awarded to Jack Norton who came first of the Gorphwysfa entrants in 

the excellent time of 2 hours 18 minutes on the race from Ogwen. 

The Llydaw Race Award is for the fastest of those who, despite carousing on New Year's Eve until the 
early hours, are nevertheless prepared to face the challenge of running round the lake.  The best time 

of any club member was done by Lizzie Wraith.  Lizzie came fourth overall with a time of 47 minutes, 
an outstanding performance. 

The Glory and Gloom Award is for heroic climbing on British rock with special merit being attached to 

climbs on Lliwedd or Cloggy in the rain.  Unfortunately, tastes have changed and as I reminded 
members at last year's dinner, the enthusiasm for climbing in driving horizontal rain has diminished.  
Rather surprisingly, many wish to spend their time basking on warm rocks in the sunshine of more 

southern climes.  Fortunately, the British Mountaineering Councils proposal to rebrand itself as Climb 
Britain seems to have been rejected.  However, it remains true that a large percentage of its 
membership climb only indoors and in competitions, and claim no interest in mountaineering. 

The Distant White Domes Award is for activities in the high mountain high mountain ranges.  This year 
it is awarded to Lucy for her strenuous activities in the Himalayas in the regions near the Everest base 
camp.  Her task was not made easy by having to marshal three idiosyncratic male companions. 

The Cracked Karabiner is our own award for exceptional courage and determination.  We are 
delighted to award it to Dave and Nikki Royse for their ascent of the Grand Teton.  Spurning the 
usual bivouac, they climbed it up and down in one stage from the valley involving well over 7000 

feet of ascent and quite a long walk in.   

It has been another great year in which our members could enjoy the friendship that the Gorphwysfa 
invokes and meet the challenges of the hills together.  Please raise your glasses of Mummery's blood, 

which I must inform guests, is a remarkable liquid that shortens distances, lowers angles and improves 
the weather when drunk in sufficient quantities. 

We drink the toast to the club and remember our motto Ascendentes respicere iuvat: mountaineers like 

to look back. 

(It is with regret that we have to reveal that no Mummeryõs blood was available, much to the 
disappointment of all and sundry.)  
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THE NEWEST CLUB MEMBER 

Welcome to Amelie Atkins, born by emergency cesarean on Thursday 26th of October! She is doing 

well, fit and strong and getting ready to start climbing mountains!  She will be coming to the New 
Year meet ð and according to her parents, maybe climbing her first peak, weather dependent of 
course!  

   

Proud Mum and Dad 

     

éand Grandparentsé 

     

But oblivious to all the fuss!  
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THE PEN Y GWRYD - DIPPING INTO THE LOCKED BOOK, 1884ð1953 

Harvey Lloyd 

I donõt think there are many members of the Gorphwysfa Club who are not conversant with the Pen y 
Gwryd Hotel.  My own connection really took off in 1972 when Rosie and I moved into Pen y Pass; as 
a lowly visitor to Snowdonia previous to this, I think I was probably put off from visiting by the sign 

ôHotel, no Coachesõ hanging prominently near the front door.  But of course, I knew of its history and 
links to mountaineering, having read and studied Geoffrey Winthrop Youngõs book ôMountain 
Craftõ.Living in effect next door, my interest of its history grew and when the chance arose I read any 

and all material that came my way about the hotels past.  In 2012, I had an enquiry from a relative 
of the Briggs family (the owners now) who wished to write a book based on the hotel ð would I help.  
I was very happy to, and contributed in several ways.  Below is one section of the book published in 

2016, ôThe Pen y Gwryd Hotel ð Tales from the Smoke Roomõ, which is based on the hotel Visitors 
Book containing entries from 1884 through to the present day.  I think the piece explains itself.   

Holidaymakers staying at the Pen y Gwryd Hotel during the Victorian era were generally 

aristocratic, academic and wealthy.  It was fashionable at that time to leave notes recording visits, 
accounts of activities, and generally writing comments in a visitorsõ book provided by the proprietors.  
The first visitorsõ book at the Pen y Gwryd Hotel is mentioned by Herbert Carr in his famous book The 

Mountains of Snowdonia (1925) where he notes that such a visitorsõ book at the PyG dates from 1854.   

This and other subsequent books became mangled and torn, entries of interest were cut out and stolen 
and whole pages were intentionally or accidentally destroyed.   

The more learned visitors to the Hotel were becoming upset by the standard of entries.  In Easter 
1884, Mr Hugo J.  Young, K.C., set out to reverse this ôvandalismõ when he presented Mr and Mrs 
Harry Owen with a thick black leather-bound quarto book with a metal lock.  Young had the cover 

embossed with the words ôNot the Visitors Bookõ; hespecified thatit was never to be used as an 
ordinary visitorsõ book, but rather for ômore serious mattersõ, such as Mountain Rambles, Botany, 
Geology, and other subjects of interest connected with the Pen y Gwryd.  In this way information 

would be available to future visitors and reminisces and otherwise would not be lost or defaced. 

Through his action, over 130 years ago, it is now possible to explore today the fascinating accounts of 
the experiences of the many visitors who have shared their adventures within its covers.  Today The 

Locked Book forms a unique record of the social history of the Hotel over four generations.   

Hugo Young wrote the first entry on 10 April 1884, 

On my visits to the Pen y Gwryd I have noticed that your visitorsõ book has become a receptacle for 

all sorts of nonsense scribbled by the casual passer-by.  On the other hand, many notes are recorded 
of lasting use and interest to many who delight to stay weeks with you. 

Today the reader is rewarded for his foresight.  On 5 August 1885, the Reverend Hibbert Newton 

(1817ð1892) from St Michaels, Southwark, who was a writer and an early proponent of British 
Israelism, is recorded trying his hand at poetry with Snowdonia Personified.  This is followed by a 
visitor who lists 26 species of fern found around the Pen y Gwryd.  (Fern collecting in the Victorian 

age was very popular.) In October 1890, after a traverse of the Glyders, a writer mentions, ôthe 
Canon on Glyder Fawrõñperhaps the observer was a soldier.  The ôcanonõ is still there today but it is 
the massive rock called the cantilever and it isto be found on Glyder Fach.   

The Locked Book is full of the great and the famous, of whatever period it is passing through.  On 11 
April 1887, on page 15, there is to be found the first entry by Oscar Eckenstein (1859ð1921).  
Eckenstein, a railway engineer, was the first person to study technique, balance and holds on rock.  

His entry describes the First Ascent of Central Gully on Lliwedd with Thomas V.  Sculley, branching out 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Israelism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Israelism
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on to the West Peak.  In 1896, he is recorded climbing East Gully on the same face, with J.A.M.  

Thomson and others.  This became a very popular route on Lliwedd; and effectively the sport of rock-
climbing was born.   

Following the deaths of Mr and Mrs Owen in the 1890s an era ended.  The Hotel passed through a 

transitional period, until in 1906 William Hampson of Walsall purchased the lease and appointed 
Florence Bloomfield as manageress.  After a short courtship, on 10 May 1909, Florence married 
Arthur in Beddgelert Church.  Sadly, this is not recorded. 

Reading through The Locked Book it is soon apparent how many important events are not recorded.  
The Pen y Gwryd Hotel is noted for the foundation of The Climbersõ Club, although conceived at the 
Pen y Gwryd in December 1897, it was inaugurated in London in 1898.  It grew out of a group 

called the Society of Welsh Rabbits at the Hotel; the support of the early membership was very much 
dominated by rock climbing in North Wales.  Sadly, this momentous event is not recorded either. 

In 1909, Arthur Lockwood climbed Lockwoodõs Chimney on Clogwyn y Bustach, above Cwm Dyli Power 

Station, where he worked, again not recorded, but history tells that he was the only hotel proprietor 
to be credited with the lead climb on any rock-face in Snowdonia.  Following this, on 16 June 1911, 
the second ascent is listed with a full account of the route by J.  Brian Burrell of Liverpool.  Lockwood 

writes, ôThe approach to the route has now been clearly marked, the cave has a large cross painted 
over the opening, and the large trees on the way to the foot of the crag are blazed with an axeõ. 

Arthur Lockwood actually made his first entry in The Locked Book in 1908, when he noted that there 

had been ôextreme rainfallõ.  On 15 September 1910, Lockwood enters a table of rainfall and 
temperature weather records.  He notes that, ôA self-regulating maximum thermometer was placed on 
Glyder Fach on 29 May 1910, for WPB.  records, note aboveõ.  Below this W.P.B.  notes on 19 

September 1910 that, ôMr Arthur Lockwood will continue to recordéõ.  This of course indicates that 
Lockwood, having come from Yorkshire, was taking a strong personnel interest in the mountains. 

Weather statistics feature strongly during this time.  On 15 September 1910, it is noted by WPB that 

the thermometer was placed on Y Glyder Fach on 29 May 1910, but added, at the bottom of the 
page, a note that, ôMr Arthur Lockwood will continue to record, WPB.  September 18 1910õ.  
Lockwood then notes, ôThat the reading on Glyder Fach, temperature since 15 September, no.1 ð 24 

degrees F; no.  2 ð 25 degrees F.  read on 7 November 1909, A/Lõ. 

Details of mountain accidents are dotted throughout the writings.  The obituary for Leonard Salt, a 
businessman and experienced mountaineer, appears on page 160.  He died on Easter Monday 

1910.The entry is noted by GSD and CMM.  There is a good reason to presume that Lockwood would 
have been involved in the rescue.  Salt had been staying at the Royal Hotel, Capel Curig.  The 
accident was on Lliwedd and he is buried in the Capel Curig Churchyard.  There is good reason to 

resume that Lockwood would have been involved in the resecure.  On two further pages it is noted 
that Charles Donald Robinson, staying at the Pen y Gwryd, had an accident on Glyder Fach, East 
Gully.  He was evacuated by stretcher from Ogwen Cottage where he died.  He is buried in Bethesda 

Hillside cemetery.   

In February 1911, Lockwood notes that someone was blown off the causeway and drowned.  This 
time he signs his name, ôA.  Lockwood, Fellow R.  (Royal) M.  (Metrology) S (Society)õ.  Other sources 

tell us that it was the local postman delivering post to mine workers who came to grief.   

 

The period of the World War One is blank, except for weather readings.  On 21 October 1917 

page 189 records that, ôWeather data is available from Arthur Lockwood, Cwm Dyliõ.  On 29 
October 1919 Grace Zangwill signs her name under the couplet, 
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At Gelertõs Grave 

Pass on, O tender-hearted, dry your eyes, 

No here a greyhound but a landlord lies.  (Of course this implies the folk tale myth invented by the 
landlord of the Goat Hotel) 

In April 1938,on page 202, there appears the account of Thomas Firbank and his wife Esme (later 
Kirby) and their attempt on the Welsh 3000s in two teams, in miserable weather.  It is recorded that 
Esme combined with their farm shepherd Thomas Davies and Thomas joined up with Mr Rex M.  

Hamer and Mr Eddie Capel Cure.  They take the freight train to the top of Snowdon.  The first team 
took nine hours and 29 minutes and the second eight and quarter hours.  The full story is told in 
Thomas Firbankõs book, I bought a Mountain. 

The next significant entry is a poem addressed to Mr and Mrs Lockwood, again on page 202, but this 
time dated June 1940.   

A Lockwood Lament 

If you want a drink at the Pen y Gwryd 
Donõt be cross and donõt get worried, 
For Mr Lockwood is at the garage, 

Or fixing up the Snowdon barrage, 
A pint of beer perhaps your wishing, 
òOh Mr Lockwoods still out fishingó, 

A stranger might with reason think 
That someone else could serve a drink 
Oh, foolish one, for thoughts like these 

For Mrs Lockwood has lost her keys! 

  Allan Moutsdik. 

On 28 August 1940, Ann Larmon, aged 4 years 10 months, whose mother was a friend of Arthur 

Lockwood, climbed Snowdon; Lockwood would have been their guide.  From September 1940 to May 
1943 the Hotel was taken over by Lakehouse School, Bexhill-on-Sea.  An account of their years in the 
PyG was slipped into The Locked Book in 1950, by a former pupil A.  F.  Rogers.   

A tragedy is recorded on 22 May 1948, headed ôDeath on Lliweddõ.  This gives a lengthy account of 
the accident; cyclist Paul Hermansson, leaving his bike at Pen yPass, set off into the hills.  He went 
missing and after extensive searches, his body was found at the base of Lliwedd.   

The first entry by John Disley appears on 17 December 1950.  Disley ascends Snowdon with the 
Briggs family, Ralph Jones and Jack Henson, in heavy snow.  It is reported that ice axes were needed 
at the top of the Zigzags.  Five pages later, on 26 December 1951, is recorded the history of the oak 

furniture in the Smoke Room, which was being presented on that day by Captain Peter Kirby and 
Esme Kirby to the Briggsõs.  It was constructed by Peter, Adam Crossier and apprentice Bernard 
Pettifer, in his workshop at Dyffryn Mymbyr. 

From 1951 a number of various group attempts at the traverse of the Welsh 14 3,000 foot mountains 
are recorded.  September On13 September 1952 Chris Brasher and Dr John Mawe record details of 
their successful attempt on the Welsh 3000s in a new time of six hours 37 minutes.   

The first mention of the Everest team training in the area appears on 17 January 1953, page 234.In 
particular this involved testing oxygen equipment and breathing apparatus on Tryfan.  This is 
described in The Locked Bookas ôa dismal businessõ.  It is noted that Banks, Noyce, Hunt, Bourdillon, 
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Gregory, Rawlinson, Whilie, Emlyn Jones, Westmacott,Cox, John Jackson, Ralph Jones were all 

involved. 

On 12 April 1953, page 236, Holy Communion is recorded as having been celebrated in the Hotelõs 
games room, for the second year starting at 8.00 am.  It is noted by Stan P.  Meadows that there 

were 14 communicants. 

On 25 April1953, page 238, the Lliwedd Jubilee Dinner celebrating the 50th anniversary of ascent of 
the East peak of Lliwedd is recorded.  Twenty-three people attended including Herbert Carr, Douglas 

Milner and A.B Hargreaves. 

On page 239 the first entry mentioning first ascent of Everest is recorded.  The news reached the Pen 
y Gwryd 1.04am on 2 June 1953 on the day of the Coronation.  (Guests had previously toasted the 

Queen at midnight.) A party left the Pen y Gwryd at 1.30 am and arrived on the summit of Snowdon 
at 4 am.  They announced the news there and drank a toast to the victorious climbers on Everest.  The 
group included Jack Longland and six others.  Pictures of Hilary and Tenzing are attached to the next 

page followed by small pictures of all expedition members. 

This brief introduction to The Locked Book has looked at a section of typical entries up until the PyG-
based celebrations associated with the success of the 1953 British Everest Expeditionñbut following 

1953 there are many archival treasures to be found.  (Notably with the passage of time scientific 
entries drop as sporting events take over.) This includes heroic first ascents and challengesñby some 
of historyõs greatest climbers; there are records of visits and reunions, signed comments, the 

notification of public honours, the posting of obituaries and the announcement of marriages and births.   
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NEW YEAR MEET 2016 

Nicolette Winterbottom 

The New Year meet has always been a family occasion and this year was no exception; with a wide 
range of ages, headed by John Rowlinson, whom we were all delighted to see.  The youngest there 
were Judith Holtôs absolutely charming little grand daughters, Anna and Lucy 5 and 3;they seemed 

always happy and full of life, and their love for their granny and hers for them was a real pleasure 
to watch. 

We were so pleased to welcomed Lucyõs two sons - Jack, and Peter with Peterõs girl friend, Lucy from 

America; she had never been in mountains before so it was a big excitement for her; and I believe 
she loved it all and wants to come again next year.It was equally a delight that Ruth was 
accompanied by Rob and Kat and their three stalwart children,Taiju, Kaito and Akina, 10, 8 and 5. 

A particularly special new and younger group of members has lately developed and seems to be 
growing; they have found us through varying routes and are a real addition, in their attitudes and 
enthusiasms and enviable energy and seemingly enjoying it all just as much as everyone else.  I heard 

some of them saying they hoped they could come next year so they seem to have adopted the club 
and all it stands for, which is such good news for the future. 

In addition there was of course a good crowd of long term members; but we were very sad to miss 

Brian and Regina and Penny through ill health; Brian was suffering after a knee replacement, and 
unfortunately Penny was unwell; however Kate and Suzanne drove over and joined us for one day, so 
we had a Hutton presence; and for those of us who have been coming for many, many years it was 

also a real pleasure that Rosie came in one evening, and we could catch up on all her news. 

  The hostel now seems to have accepted our unusual group descending on them, in fact possibly they 
even like us? They were very welcoming and friendly, and the staff did their best to please us; piped 

music at breakfast disappeared and we had the big dining room to ourselves for the New Yearõs Eve 
dinner and afterwards too.  Of course, it is not the same as it used to be when we had the whole 
hostel to ourselves and Harvey saw that we were fed right royally; but because of that perhaps some 

people expect too much? it is a youth hostel and the food is dictated from head office somewhere.  I 
for one have always felt it a treat, after all the business of shopping and cooking over Christmas, not 
to have to do anything about the food, except eat it with pleasure! 

Despite the fun and games it is absolutely essential that exercise is taken and here are some of the 
expeditions.  I apologize that not every epic adventure is mentioned, everyone had sufficient fresh air 
and exercise I am sure.  Christine, Andrew and Judith went on a tough walk starting in Nant Peris and 

finishing on Glydir Fawr with 4000 feet of climbing.  A larger group did a long walk on Moel 
Siabod; this including the young Ogdenõs and all 3 completed the walk in very windy conditions 
returning after dark and uncomplaining; though I believe that when the next day was discussed there 

was a declaration of òno more walkingó but a trip to a climbing wall was a great success. 

Judith also organized the orienteering; the younger generation, who did a long fell run on 30th 
orienteered in the dark, and also the next day helped collect the controls, as did Anna and Lucy with 

Judith and Jenny.  On 31st Frances led a walk in the Gwydir Forest which was very interesting as it 
was amongst old mine workings.  Also on 30th Dai Bedwell led a small group onto Carnedd Uchaf,  
and a family walk on 31st around the Moelwyns 

On both days Harvey took the less fit members out, and if I tell you that there had to be frequent 
coffee breaks you can imagine the arduous walks we had to do!  Amongst many other things we 
again visited the lovely church in Capel, and up near Dinorwic saw remnants of the quarry works and 

a fabulous view down the valley. 
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I am happy to be able to report that I believe all traditions were fulfilled; this year the puzzle WAS 

finished, the table tennis was played and won by Andy Middleton.  Drinks were had on the first night, 
and there were problems with viewing the pictures on the second night ð not for the first time! This was 
a great shame for the Steve and Gerry who had prepared a talk about Iceland for us. 

The carols were sung though a slight break with tradition here, as we were in the dining room but I 
found it very pleasing: you could look round and see just everyone really joining in; and special 
thanks are due here to Stella for manfully keeping us in order on the keyboard. 

Of course games took place including a new one from Gerry which caused much laughing, it seemed 
to be played with small potatoes? And of course Vikkiõs quiz was as usual so clever as to be to most 
people incomprehensible.  It was an added pleasure that some other residents in the hostel joined in 

both the carols and the games. 

So it came to be time for Auld Lang Syne once again, and some of us who have perhaps been coming 
since the 70õs maybe thought back to the past and those now absent; but as we hugged and kissed 

and once more said ôhappy new yearõ to everyone, I am sure we all hoped we shall meet again next 
year and join hands once more.   

THE RACE 

This is a sort of optional (Ed.  ???!)  extra to the meet, started as a fun thing for us to do, and somehow 
grown into a sort of public event.  Anyway, those who marshalled were saintly as the rain absolutely 
poured down, and those that ran, including some brave club members, and the outsiders -  the thin 

and scraggy the large and brawny - they were all there, and I hope they enjoyed it; special mention 
must be made of Lizzie, one of us, who having won her class, cheerfully did the run all over again to 
check no one had fallen by the wayside. 

PS from Andrew Middleton: 

Well done to the small group who tackled the orienteering.  With the iffy  map and very prototype 
controls/technology enhancing the challenge (not to mention the weather), those taking part said they 

enjoyed it.  One group managed to find all 18 controls in the dark in about an hour...remarkable.  A 
special thank you from Andrew and Judith to Ed and Dave for collecting controls.  Let's hope the 
technology improves in the future! 
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TOUR DE LLYN LLYDAW 1ST JAN.  2017 

Andrew Middleton and Harvey Lloyd 

New Year's Day dawned rather miserably after some dry if rather overcast and windy days.  
However, this did not deter a record entry to our annual New Year wake-up race.  The rain eased 
during the event and most runners declared conditions as "not bad".  The field was headed by Gareth 

Wyn Hughes of Mercia in a fine time of 41.25, nearly 3 minutes clear of Malcolm Davies and Ake 
Fagerend of Hebog and Mynyddwyr De Cymru respectively.  First woman was the redoubtable Lizzie 
Wraith in a new female best time of 47.01  Equally remarkable was that Lizzie followed her run by 

cooling down with a "sweep" run to ensure all competitors were safely back at the finish.  This double 
loop was a first in the race's history! 

In addition, the more senior? 

M40+ Paul Jones Eryri 47.50.   

F40+ Sarah Ridgway Mercia 48.11 

M45+ John Parkinson Eryri 47.45.   

F45+ Fenella Higgins 1.11.49 

M50+ Tim Watson Eryri 49.19.   

F50+ (None)  

M 55+ Christopher Kelsey Wells Harriers 54.44  

F55+ Ellie Salisbury Eryri Warriors 1.13.39 

M60+ Chris Higgins Buckley 1.01.32  

F60+ (None)  

M65+ (None)  

F65+ Judith Holt.  Gorphwysfa 1.22.25 

M70+ Paul Newby Thames 1.12.47   

F70+ (None) 

Many thanks to the management and staff of Pen y Pass Youth Hostel for all their support and 

cooperation.  The hostel is a haven of rest and comfort for competitors after a hectic chase around 
Llyn Llydaw.  Please note that the Gorphwysfa donated all entry fees to a registered charity. 

Many thanks to Andy and the race organising team for bringing together a totally trouble free event.   

We know that all the eighty or so competitors enjoyed the run (one competitor noted ôThank you for 
organising such a brilliant race!!!); we have no report of the response of the young baby who 
competed the junior event carried by father in a baby carrier, but look forward to his /her next entry 

in about 16 yearsõ!  
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IN PRAISE OF OXFOGO WALKS. 

Tess Marsh 

On Tuesday 15 August Lucy led a walk of about 8 miles starting from Finstock.  This was the ideal 
opportunity to test my stamina as Iõd managed only about 5-6 miles since my op in April.  The day 
was fine but only Harvey and I joined Lucy which was a shame as it proved to be a most enjoyable 

walk with only a few gentle uphill pulls, only one stile that I remember and mostly clear footpaths. 

 

From Finstock we walked south towards Wilcote and the Grange, then continued SE towards Bridewell 
Organic Farm.  Before we reached the farm we had coffee near Ladywell Spring, sitting in a field 

near a huge natural sculpture which demanded to be photographed and may provide inspiration for 
a painting in due course.   

 

Walking alongside the River Evenlode under the trees, we were then heading for Stonesfield but only 

skirted the edge of the village instead of going through it.  As we ate our lunch in a gateway near 
Stonesfield I studied and photographed an array of clouds which will be with a useful sky reference 
for future use. 
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While we were admiring the attractive bridge near Fawler, Lucy and Harvey provided an unmissable 
photo opportunity.  I wouldnõt be able to do justice to them in paint but will certainly include the 
bridge in a series of paintings Iõm planning.   

 

Near here is the site of a Roman Villa, which we did not have time to visit but Lucy recommends it as a 

place of interest worth a visit.  We then went under the Charlbury Line and crossed back over the 
Evenlode before thrashing our way back to Finstock through tall nettles which flanked and obscured 
the path.  Well no decent Gorphwysfan walk is without a measure of discomfort!  Back in Finstock the 

pub was just about to shut but the publican kindly served us much-needed drinks adding a feel-good 
factor to crown a delightful day. 

This was a perfect walk for me: a sufficiently demanding distance in good company, guided by a 

trusty leader.  And this was just one of the marvellous OXFOGO walks on offer.  I wish I could go on 
all of them.   
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THE TOUR DE MONTE ROSA (WELL, NOT QUITEé) 

Kate Williams 

The Tour de Monte Rosa is similar to the Tour de Mont Blanc, a bit longer and less well walked.  Here 
is a standard map of the route.  Next to it is what we actually did, with variants from the classic route 
(and also sadly cut short due to snow ð read oné..) 

   

Day 0 - arrive Cervinia 

It was never going to be a purist Tour de Monte Rosa.  Classically, the route starts from (and ends at) 

Zermatt and includes a glacier crossing, via the Theodul pass.  Our ladiesõ group (all 4 of us over 60 
nowé) like to carry everything for the trip on our backs, so were loath to have axes and crampons 
for the duration.  So we cheated and started in Cervinia, at the lovely Hotel Europa which served us a 

magnificent breakfast.  Sadly, the accommodation and breakfasts were to become more Spartan for 
a few days.   
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Day 1 ð Cervinia to Refuge Ferraro, Resy, 11km, 315m ascent, 

More cheating ð we took the Cime Bianche cable car to a high point.  We emerged to a bleak bare 
top, with the scars of the ski runs in all directions.  What confused us was a large lake at the highest 
point, which we tried to link to lakes on the map ð with much confusion.  It turned out to be a new 

reservoir, not on the map at all!   

Some wandering about later, we managed to find the right route and soon reached a more verdant 
and unspoiled area.   

 

We ended up at the Refuge Ferraro, which sits above the resort of St Jacques.  It is a pleasant, 
homely place and the family who run it were very welcoming. 
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Day 2 - Resy to Alpenzu Grande, Gressonay, 12.5km, 700m ascent 

We set off early and stopped for an early cup of coffee before tackling the Bettaforca pass at 
2727m.  Then a long, beautiful descent, past some òwater featuresó which would put Chelsea to 
shame! 

 

Finally, quite weary, we arrived at the stunning 5* Alpenzu Refuge, a converted hamlet.  It was 
recommended by a guide friend and lived up to its reputation for ambiance, food and comfort. 

 

  


